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Brahmashr)i} Datta Maharaj Kaveeshwar :
A Living Vedant

Shri Datta Maharaj Kaveeshwar was born on March 2,
1910 at Nrisinhawadi, a holy Datta Kshetra, on the
confluence of Krishna and Panchaganga in the Southern
Maharashtra. He hails from an illustrious family blessed by
the Grace of Lord Ganesh and Lord Dattatreya.

- The house of Kaveeshwar has given a line of saints -
each of whom has had spiritual makings of a Maharaj. We
have such great masters for three consecutive generations -
Shri Vakratunda Maharaj (grand father) Shri Dhundiraj
Mabharaj (father) and Shri Datta Maharaj himself.

Nrisinhawadi the birthplace of Shri Datta Mabharaj is
famous in the name of Shri Nrisinha Saraswati - who
belonged to the period late 14th century and early 15th
century. The life of Shri Nrisinha Saraswati is sung in
Marathi by Saraswati Gangadhar in the sacred “sit TEafs’”

Later in the late 19th and early 20th century
(1854-1914) there lived a great Sanyasi Shri Vasudevanand
Saraswati, Tembe Swami, held as the incarnation of
Dattatreya, belonged to the Shankar tradition - which is
essentially §FAET. Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati - a
devotee, a poet, a philosopher, an erudite scholar and
above all a yogi - has volumes - of rich work to his credit.
These volumes - singing the glory of Lord Dattatreya - are
of the highest order of mystic attainment and yet by devote
recitation every verse is able to bestow unexpected favours.

Shri Deeckshit Swami of Nrisinhawadi - a revered
- Sanyasi disciple of Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati collected



and preserved the writings of his Master. Shri Gulavani

Maharaj a mighty Deeksha Guru of Shaktipata Yoga. has
published the entire works of Shri Vasudevananda
Saraswati - his divine Guru -.in twelve volumes. Shri. Datta .
Maharaj Kaveeshwar was associated with Shri Gulavani
Mabharaj in this divine project Shri Datta Maharaj himself a
blessed disciple of Shri Deekshit Swami laboured
relentlessly for over eight years - carried out the whole
process of classification, critical editing and prepared the
text for printing and publication. A monumental project -
worthy of a University Research Institute.

- Shri Datta Maharaj completed his primary schooling
‘and preliminary studies of Shastras at Nrisinhawadi. Later
he proceeded to Sangali, Dharwad and Pune for further
studies. He fully mastered =T/, =0T, Hi#@l and I} ;
started teaching at Shankar Math (Pune 1937) and Tilak
Maharashtra Vidyapeeth,Pune (1945). Besides teaching =&
and 3¢ Shri Datta Maharaj engaged himself in Research
work. His rescarch study of “Fram w11 3w Wieid ¥R’ a
work of one thousand pages is published by Tilak
Maharashtra VidyaPeeth (1965) o

His versatile genius, his penetrating faculty and his
dedication brought several honours to Shri Datta Maharaj.
He was honoured by Acharya Peethas of Shringeri,
Dwaraka and Kanchi Kamakoti — who had all praise and
appreciation for his deep understanding of Shankar -

Vedanta. Kanchi Peeth offered him “gaui ®ew as Prasad.

Babu Rajendra Prasad, the first President of free India
conferred on Shri Datta Maharaj the title feRmar=Efq.
President Giri honoured him by the title USi® &&hd 4fed and
an annual life honorarium. '

“Shri Datta Maharaj participated in several national
seminars organised by Universities, Oriental Institutes,
Acharya Peethas and Sanskrit Schools - at Tirupati,
Vijayawada, Madras and Bangalore. He was duly honoured
by the host organisations.

Laem..



Shri Datta Maharaj a living Vedanta, a. peerless

spiritual authority, manifests a confluence of @ and @, -

A close associate of Shri Gulavani Maharaj, he now adorns. ¥/
Shri Vasudev Nivas Yoga Peeth in Pune. Ever absorbed in
deep prayers, right rituals, and spiritual sidhana, Shri Datta :
'Maharaj has enriched the divine work of Shri Gulavani
. Maharaj. It is, indeed, a mission to spread far and wide,
here and abroad, the teachings —of Vasudevananda
Saraswati.

Shri Datta Maharaj symbohzes all that is noble, great
and sacred in our culture. To hundreds he is the beacon light
of love and compassion.

D. B. KERUR
Chief Editor, Felicitation Volume ..
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Problems of moral conscience
in Sudraka’s Mrcchakatikam
' — S.V. Sohoni

Studraka’s world - famous drama Mrcchakatikam
‘presents several interesting facets fully justifying a manifest
pride in respect of the very| skilful construction of its plot. It
is proposed to discuss a prominent aim, sustained through
all its ten Acts., viz. that of exhibiting the moral conflict
which marked the conduct of almost all the characters and
" how each of them reacted to it. The struggle for searching a
* justification mainly centred around two situations: (i) an
alleged murder; and (ii) what was, admittedly,  an
assasination of the tyrant. _

2 As both terminal points of this drama would indicate,
its author was a Saivite. I have shown separately, that the-
name ‘Sadraka’ was a nom de plume of Siladitya
- Dharmaditya I of Valabhi, who too was, officially a Saivite,
but was, in conformity with age-old traditions of ideal
rulership, fully catholic in respect of other faiths practised
by his subjects, like Buddhism and J ainism. Moreover, the

- important place occupied by the doctrine of ‘ahimsd@’ in
Indian culture, could not have been overlooked by any
author in that period, and this aspect is very relevant in the
instant context of an attempted murder and an assasination
carried out in a yajna-vatika. :

3 In Act I , Sansthianaka Sakara, who had been
pursuing Vasantasena, while she actually was not far away -
" from Carudatta’s residence was determined that she should
stop running. Thereafter he proclaims loudly — '

‘T AUV SR ASaTl , :
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Sakara’s Vita also requests Vasantasena to take into
account the point that he was not trying to capture her -

"y g S A A e 17

Then Sakara addresses his Vita as follows —
foToureT Sposunien stafEn wHE e |
TN ORTeg ORI Segen St
TR1 3 ¥ U7k A S ST W U 11 3311”

T TUTeRHSeRHeR TR AITeTeRT ST
frotfen spefemsafern e e |
T SREY: Yoo TG SfvER
TR 3T AR F Faraeny ot "wsfd |
(Sanskrit chaya 1. 23)

It is submitted that nearly all Tikakaras have byepassed
the correct implications of the names mentioned by Sakara
so far. In this connection, it is noteworthy that Sakara had )
not till then followed his usual convention in getting access
to a ganikd’s maiden daughter and was, apparently,
provoked into running after Vasantasend not only on
finding her going about with a limited escort but on
suspecting that she was intending to visit Carudatta, as an
~ ‘abhisarika’ would have done, at that late evening hour, as
~he knew quite well that Carudatta’s house was close by his

own. Iy other words, it was an accidental discovery of
Vasantasend on the part of Sakara, his Vita and Ceta etc.
Later on, he complains to his Vita —

"o, 1T, O TG AR, S A SREHTe TR 7 Hi
R? : FHH GTRT
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* (Sanskrit Chhaya) L
4 To revert to verse 23, it is clear.that Sakara stated in
* it his own major reactions to his not getting hold of!
vVasantasend, after the Madana festival. Sakara has all along
known, thereafter, that Vasantasena had fallen in love with
Carudatta. Thus the names he had given her, related to the .
attributes which were significant about her, so far as his own
Just for her was concerned viz. (a) her sensuous physical
features and (b) the effect they had on him, along with (c)
that despite being a ‘vesavadhi’, she had chosen not to
prefer him to a poverty - stricken Carudatta.

5 The first name given by him to Vasantasena had been
put as ‘nanakamisika’ and not 2nénaka’mﬁsa}ka-;makasiké’,
~ as usually assumed. ‘Nanakamusika’ means a ‘musika’ or
crucible for making nanakas or coins. Dr. Birbal Sahani has
shown how coins were minted in ancient Indiall , Misa is a
Desibhasa word for a crucible or in this context a minting
apparatus. Its use as meaning a mould is found in several.
regional languages i India, even now.

The structure of the ancient mint resembles a creeper

- - with large leaves on it, and Vasantasena has been compared

to a lata by the Vita (vide verses 31 and 32 i Act I). The
most important aspect of Vasantasena, so far as Sakara’s
psychology was concerned, was that she belongéd to a
ganika family and that, therefore, her love was a
purchasable commodity,and that it would be a breach of her
professional code to reject an adequate offer of cash or to
entertain any criterian of choice other than financial. He
“thus, had a grievance that he was being ignored by her on
untenable grounds. That is why ‘nanakamusika’ is the first
name on his list, to stress the money factor in her life (as
imagined by him). A : -

6 The second name for her viz. ‘Kamakasika’ which can’
be interpreted as ‘The whip for physical passion’, Sakara
and his gang were conscious of their being members of a
~ hunting party!
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7 The third name pronounced by him was,
‘macchasika’, which was meant to convey Matsyaksika’, a
synonym of ‘Minaksika’. He preferred ‘matsya’ to ‘mina’- as
the former refers to fat fish of which he was very.fond.

8 Sakaras fourth name for Vasantasena was, ‘Lasika’,
standing for Lasaka or a female dancer. It was known to
everybody in Ujjayini that Vasantaseni was highly
proficient in fine arts, including the art of dancing.

9 Sakaras fifth name for Vasantasena was ‘Ninnasa’.
The prevailing explanation for this name is that it stands for
‘Nirnasa’ i.e. one who is without a nose. It is submitted that
this could hardly have been a compliment to Vasantasena,
even according to Sakéra. It seems that ‘Ninnasa’, stands for
a-Prakrit equivalent of Nidranasakd i.e. somebody who
destroys sleep. In support of this revised view, a reference is
invited to Act I verse 21, where in the second line, the idea
is specifically conveyed in these words -“fTf31 31 v & frgal

10 The sixth name stated by Sakara is ‘Kulanasika’ and -
requires no specific comment.

11 The seventh name given to Vasantasena by Sakara is
‘Avasika’ and is the one which mattered most to him - for he
intended to convey thereby, that Vasantasena was not being
at all amenable to him, so far. 7 .

12 The eighth name is easily understood
‘Kamahmanjisika’ i.e. a casket of ‘Kama’.

13 Thereafter, Sakara mentioned ‘Vesavahi’ equal to
‘Vesavadhd’ ‘Suvesanilaya or having a lair in Suvesa. Nilaya
is an interesting word, whose primary meaning is ‘lair’.
Sakara has sustained the atmosphere of the hunted and the
hunters, in giving this name to Vasantasena. One need not
assume that terms like Vesavahii or Vesia were, at- all,
intended to be specific names. Vedangana could be,
however , such a name. It may be assumed that Sakara was
counting the ten names on the fingers of his palm.

14 For comparison it would be sufficient_ to quote the
views expressed by Dr. V. G. Paranjpe 2 in his edition of
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. the drama— g

f ], 23 TR - HEERYER has been explained as a whip
(kasd) to the lust of the conveyers (stealers) of.coins, also
whip in the hand of Cupid, the stealer of gold. I would
“suggest another interpretation, because this kind of a
compound is not in the line of Sansthanaka. I would suggest
understand D@W and AYIRA as giving a similar sense: she. ‘
gnaws off gold like a mouse or a gnat. I have understood the
. WY, as a metathesis for 99 but on second thought,
I think it can stand for A&, fly. Sansthianaka’s language is
full of diminutives formed by adding ‘& and this stanza is a
fair instance of this peculiarity. The Prakrit dialects
themselves have a greater proportion of such diminutives
than Sanskrit and this is best seen in the formation of proper
nouns/names. Thus Vira, Dardura, Candana, Sansthana are
called Viraka, Darduraka, Candanaka and Sansthinaka, -

“while. the characters themselves style themselves as
Dardura, Candana etc. Lasikd a dancer, Nirnasa with a’
snub (depressed) nose, Avasika, one not to be won over or
controlled, Manjusikid : box, Suvesanilaya -an abode of -
good dress, one always exquisitely dressed, VeSavadha
Vesangana a courtesan, Vesika one who takes vesa or hire
- money, or one who belongs to the vesa, which term stands
for the courtesans collectively and every that belongs to.
them. Sansthanaka says that the names are ten in number,,
while they .are eleven. The poet is probably parodying here
the alliterative style of his contemporaries. The ten names :
remind one of the thousand names of Visnu”. "

15 This crude attempt of Sakara to cajole Vasantasena
by listing her names only exposed the main strands of his
outlook viz. that commercial love could not but accept a
demand based on money and must give priority to him who
can pay more for services; and had no right or scope to
exercise any choice. Subsequently, he sent presents worth
ten thousand gold coins. Vasantasena’s reaction was clear
and precise - she could not change her mind and if forced to
comply, would end her life. It was exactly as Vatsyayana
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had counselled® . On being thus thwarted, Sakara later

flew into, wild rage after finding that Vasantasena had even
used his carriage, in order to meet Carudatta.. His

grievance, indignation, frustration and jealousy, all rolled

up to opt for ending her life; and his natural cunning

prompted him to try to persuade his assistants to own that -
- crime. The conversation with them is one of the most

interesting passages in the world literature, demonstrating

how even the most lewly among them recoiled from his

promises of reward for joining a conspiracy of plain brutal

murder - of how each stated the reaction of his conscience.

The Cetas straight. reply to Sakara that he would not be a

party to any ‘akarya’ and the Vita’s equally indent reaction

to Sakara’s tempting offer of a big bribe of cash viz. that -
Sakira should keep it for himself, are noteworthy in this
moral drama. Similarly fascinating is Sakara’s force of
consulting his own conscience - in respect of allowing or not
allowing the Bhikhu to go away *

: “Wlwmwwmmﬁmﬁﬁm%
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“ofcean a1’ (Skt. chaya) :

16 Sakara’s psyéhoiogy‘ is a mixture of low cunniné;

cowardice and strong animal passion, jealousy and no - hold - .

- barred - attitude- for securing whatever he wants. His
decision to consult conscience about eliminating
Vasantasena had its roots in these ingrediants.

- 17 Carudatta satisfied his conscience in respect of his
developing attachment to Vasantasena by attributing his
cause to his yauvana or youth; and most critics would agree
that while it was an accurate explanation, it was a very poor
defence. .

18 We may next refer Sarvilaka’s struggle with his
conscience - and get an idea therby, of an additional

2§ : XH UTRTT



R

vexémple of Stdraka’s insighf into human nature. It is amply

clear from the first line in Act X, 47, which is a verse spoken
by Sarvilaka viz. “hatva tam kanrpam aham hi Palakam”,
that it was Sarvilaka who had killed Pilaka, in Palaka’ s
‘yajhasala’. While the confession of Sarvﬂaka was,
apparently, of a svagata character, in Act X verse 51, he
says somethmg quite different —
FS O T &

qﬂaaaam T TSR T 41 4. 1

It is worthwhile examining why Sarvilaka makes two
conflicting statements about such an important and decisive
development. Obviously his mind was troubled by the fact
that an enemy had been assassinated, while performing a
religious rite. Reflecting further this quick-witted architect
of the political revolution, found a defence, which in itself,
was suggested by the religious doctrine that there was no
violation of the principle of ahimsa if the pasu was killed in
a prescribed ritual. He then thought of comparing the
progress of the revolution ending up with this incident as a
‘Vitata yajfia,” in which the final point was the sacrifice of a
pasu like Palaka. In the next verse, Sarvilaka not only states
this very clearly before Carudatta, but gives even the credit
for it to his friend : Aryaka - ‘“pasuvadvitate yajie

. hatastenadya Palakah”. Ancient texts are quite clear on the

point that an ‘atatdyin’ should be knocked out, no matter
who he was e. g. Katyayana —

* ST S U S |
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A reference may also be made to Brhaspatismrti,
Vyavahara kanda 22.7 —

“uepfer, o e Wit areERin |

ST el & T U 9 1|

Aryaka does not at all come on the stage during Act X

But Sarvilaka finds it necessary to assuage his own

conscience by this process of reasoning and also enlarge the
public image of the new ruler.

1. Dr. Birbal Sahani : The technique of casting coins in-ancient India,
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The Numismatic Society of India Memoirs, no III, 1945.

2. Dr. V. G. Paranjpes edition (1937) of Mrcchakatika is used"
throughout in this paper. The extract is at pp. 17-18 of the notes.

3. Act TV Vasantasend vehemently rejected her mother’s suggestion
that she should visit Sakdra’. Vasantaseni: ‘U8 - fagfmenm) Ak #f
Haifiresfy ' 88 9 FREUEIAEE | (Sanskrit chhaya) This may be
compared with Vitsydyanas advice : of Kamasiitra. (VI. 2.88) “‘S@RhR0l
I T q e ae feeeE we I o WA About Siidraka, it was
specifically stated that he was proficient in Vaisiki-Kala (MK 1.4), in
support of ‘which theére are many indications in the drama. They also
prove that Stdraka borrowed a number of ideas from Vatsydyana’s
Kamasitra. »

4. Mrcchakatika Act VIII p. 135.
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Patanjali on P.vi 1. 1.

— A, M. Ghatge

" The evaluation of the teaching of the classical works, -
the language of which is no more a spoken tongue, depends
upon a correct and precise interpretation of their words and
arguments. . This can be illustrated from a passage of the
Mahabhasya on P, VIII 1.1 %@ 8 which introduces the topic
of repetition of a word to convey some additional meaning
of the words used. The necessity of using the word ¥a® in
the sitra is explained by the Varttika I, which points out
that the possibility of repeating the last sound of the word by
applying the traffic rule 3T@IsT@ should be avoided. This is
justified by pointing out that the meanings of such
formations, viz. & in the sense of continuity (31%&94) and
di@ in the sense of all-inclusiveness (=) could not be
conveyed unless the whole word is repeated. Then follow
the words 38 df¢ ‘Resh Tl fdeme adHEa TR,
Avoidance or exclusion is one sense in which the pre-verb
R is repeated as laid down in the sttra VIIL. 1. 5. Hence the
. most natural interpretation of the words of T2if& would be
to state that at least in the case of R, even the repetition of
the - final sound can convey- the expected meaning of
exclusion. )

This sense is supported by the introduction of the next
Varttika which gives another reason for the use of the word |
WA in the siatra. The sitras in this group use the words to be
repeated in the Gen. case and therefore a reference to that
case is necessary in the first sitra so that what word is to be
repeated is made clear. This alternative is suggested to
.avoid the contingency of repeating only the last sound of a
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word even in the case of a single rule in this group. -

Kaiyata and Nages§a find no means to show that a
repetition of the final sound could in any way convey the
intended meaning of this process of f§&. Hence they take the
words of Patanjali to mean that an unacceptable possibility
may arise in which the final sound when repeated should
convey the sense of ‘avoidance’. It is thus an sifEsEgT for
the frgifc, But by the same meaning it will constitute an:
gEgEs for the gdafEd, As no conclusion is drawn from the

_situation, Patanjali appears to take it in the second sensg,
and hence he tacitly accepts such. a possibility and thus
comes to a stalemate in the argument.

How was such a possibility imagined by Patanjali? A
due for it can be found in the general discussion about
repetition which follows later. Patanjali classifies repetition
into three types, according as the element repeated is.a 9%,
a @ or a WAL Of these the last two are rejected by him as
urisuitable for thispurpose : 7 = TEfEE= HEAEE= a1 Fer
e a1 7. In the light of this remark, the application of the
rule STAS@ can give us a repetition of a A, if the final
sound of a word is a vowel. This condition is satistied by the
pre-verb aR and the repetition of its final g will give rise to
the form T and this can be accurately described as a-
repetition of a AAL. Hence what Patanjali could mean by his
statement in question is & can possibly give us the meaning

of af@sH. Katydyanas Varttika WS dE=FH_on the sitra
" makes the use of a simple 9] in this context as an acceptable
"~ idiom and Patanjali supplics the example Sft Brdsn ERiCH
For the sake of argument Patanjali reads & i. e. IR with a
lengthened final vowel. Like other pre-verbs of disyllalic
nature &, S etc. AR has a lengthened form in a large
‘number of compound words. PW has recorded as many as
24 such cases from RV onwards. We may add to it a
technical word from Jain literature W8 which always occurs:
in this form. '

This view has an unexpected result on the
interpretation-of the Varttika I on the same satra VIIL. 1. 5.

p
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Katyayana says that R can be repeated when po ¥9M is
involved. Patanjali’s example is YREATG 981 3&:. This bars the
use of AR occurring in a hypothet1cal expressmn like
ofRaffrd, This is strange because such a restriction is valid
for all the pre-verbs admitting of repetition, like 314 or
adverbs like 31%:, 3R etc.- A @M~ like formation is later
admitted in the sutras VIII. 1. 9. and VIII. 1. 11. for such
repeated words which do not form compounds like T etc.
Patanjali’s attempt to deny this Varttika any validity by
attributing the meaning of &S to the T9™ and not to R is
not convincing.
What is then the significance of thlS Varttika’? I venture
to suggest that what Katyayana means is that any attempt to
explain ™ in a- compound as a use of repetition and a551gn
it the meaning of 9R@sH is not correct. This specifc meaning
of 9 is available only outside a compound and no
compound with repeated IR is acceptable.

3. WLYET : 39
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Reconstruction of a
Pratika-mantra in its full form.
) . — T. N. Dharmadikari

The earth dug by a bore is utilised probably at two
events in the $rauta rituals. :

First,it is strewn on the ground chosen for the Vedi in
the Adhana rite - i.e depositing of three fires. Secondly, it is
mixed with the clay - of which the Mahavira pot in
pravargya rite, is prepared.

Two formulas!' addressed to the earth dug by bore .
appear to have been collected in the pravargya section of
the Maitrayani Sarhhita (IV.9.1), in the context of
preparation of the Mabhavira pot. )

Out-of the two formulas, the one, viz, 393 ST is a
yajus formula and is collected in its full form. The second
iz, W@ &, may be a tk, but is collected only in the
pratika-form. |

Generally a mantra which once appeared in its full form
in the text of yaj. Sarhhitd is. later refféred to by its
Pratika-form. It is however, very strange that the full form
of this Pratika mantra viz. a1 ¥, can not be traced in the
entire text of the extant MaitS. This is not in general
agreement with the concept of collecting the mantras in the
Pratika-form. '

" One naturally expects that these two mantras may have
originally been collected in the Adhana-mantra section of
the MaitS, where the event of strewing the earth dug by .
bore first appeared in the $rauta rites. Secondly, the second
mantra viz. 3% 8l may have been originally appeared in its
full form in the section of Adhana, in the MaitS. The

. 1. gaffaar : &4



- Manava? (1.5.2.11) and Vardha? Srauta sitras (1.4.2.2)
which follow the Maitrayani school, utilise these two
mantras for addressing the earth dug by bore, in Adhana
rite. ‘

Following the Sitras the Prayogakara of Minava,
naturally utilises these two mantras in the Adhana fite for
addressing the earth dug by bore. This Prayoga is still in
Mss. form.

Fortunately Kathaka* Sarhhita has collected these two
mantras in their full form, in the collateral section of
Adhana rite. vide.KS(VII1.12) Unfortunately KS has no
Pravargya section. -

It is essential to examine the satras of the Maitrayani
school, for investigating into the full form of the
Pratika-mantra viz. 3 <&, _

In the Pravargya section of MSSS (IV. 1.11) only the
first of the two mantras-viz, S W is referred to for
addressing the earth dug by bore. But according to the
Paribhasa ‘ST qhereEr frem (ApSS 24. 2.4),one may
infer that even the second mantra, viz, 3 & was utilised
by MSS for this purpose. However, the Pravargya section of
the MSS does not shed any light on the full form of the
Pratika mantra, .viz. 370 34, o B

VarahaSS has no Pravargya section. In its Adhana
section, the VarahaSS 1. 4.2.2. refers to this mantra in a

little fuller form - i. e. 31 S WeHMAT o |

In its Adhana section, the MSS I, 5.2.11 quotes one full
line of this mantra - viz. e/ & wemmMT T 3 Rkt
Az, Thus one gets a more fuller text of this mantra than
what is available in VarahaSS 1.4.2.2

The Adhana section of TBr. 1.1.3 refers to the earth
dug by bore (Iq JEfeRd ¥R el ..ctc) but in its mantra
section, no mantra has been collected for Sambharas
including the earth, dug by bore.

In the Pravargya section of TA (VII. 2), there is only
one mantra viz., $@% 39 found recorded for addressing
the earth dug by bore, vide its Brahrhana (TA VIII.2 a9

§§ : ¥@H qiliena



dfeE FRIEEEEER etc) which also refers only to one

- mantra for this rite.

Apastamba, following TA in the Pravargya section
15.2.1 has therefore utilised only one mantra viz, 3934 I
for addressing the earth dug by bore. ‘

Even in its Adhana section the ApSS V.9.10 utilise
only one mantra viz., ¥4 a7t for this rite. :

However the ApSS V.9.11 refers to addressing the sand
pebbles to be strewn on the Vedi for Adhana and cites a
nantra viz., 1 S SR e o 3 e A | e
v Bfoweem o sfeaeas: 1

We have seen that MSS has utilised the first part of this
mantra for addressing the earth dug by bore (MSS 1.5.2.11)
The second part of this mantra as quoted by ApSS has been
utilised by MSS (1.5.2.15) for addressing the sand pebbles in
Adhana. As pointed before these two formulas viz, 9EH
s and 31 24 appear in their full form in KS VII. 12 in the
Adhana section. .

It can be atleast tentatively surmised that like the KS
the MaitS also may have originally collected, these two
mantras in their full form; in the Adhana section. That is
why the Pravargya section of MaitS refers only to the
Pratika form of the second mantra viz. T <.

" Secondly, the Pratika mantra in MaitS 4.9.1 viz. ¥
8. may be reconstructed on the basis of KS, ApSS and MSS
in its full form as follows : :

13 39 SO e AT 3 < R Afeel | ST RETREE
Fropfirceral B S | with few variants here and there.

[Eng. tr. - This divine (earth) expanding separately,
strewn by Gods, expanded by its greatness. It was made
stable by sand pebbles of three corners. It won the world
and four quarters] ‘ ' '

It is possible to infer alternatively that in the absence of
the full form of the mantra viz. 3% &t in the MaitS; and its
total absence in Taittiriya. School, Manava, Varaha and
ApSS may have adopted the full form of this mantra from
KathakS (VII.12) But then the problem as to why the

. 1. gmitreRrt @ §9



Pratika only of this mantra is recorded in MaitS remains
unexplained.

* ok ok

R T ST & (MaitS 1V, 9.1)

R T I | 3T Sl N Yo Ao s wfvan sf e e e 1
3 T 3Mtea e e ge ARl sefran |

¥ I STERE) et ST Yo 7 | 2 s Afeen swdwen: wehufufafnty |
3T B SwerE: 1)

Y I SRR Aogehe STl |
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Sankara vis-a-vis Sunyavada
| ' V. N. Jha

0.0 Introduction: :

Often if is heard that Sankara is a pracchanna bauddha
i. e. ‘a follower in disguise of the doctrine of the Buddha’.
Obviously, this assessment is from some critic. The present
paper attempts to examine the truth of such assessment of
the Advaita Philosophy of Sankaracarya. In order to do
this, it is necessary to spell out the doctrine of Advaita and
that of Sinyavada of the Madhyamika school independently
and then' to point out the points of similarity and

dissimilarities, if any.

. 1.0 The Doctrine of Advaita

According to this doctrine there is an ultimate reality
_ called” the Brahman and anything other than that is
" non-real. In order to arrive at this position, it seems, the
Advaitins have postulated three degrees of reality (satta)
namely, (1) The vyavaharika-satta ‘the reality pertaining to
the mundane behaviours of ours and thereby the reality of
the external world:” (2) the pratibhasika-satta ‘the reality of
the object of the cognition, till the cognition continues’ and
(3) paramarthika-satta, ‘the ultimate reality’.
, To illustrate, the silver which we see in dream has
reality only for the period of dream, the silver seen in the
ukti is real only upto the time till the knoweledge of sukti
arises and similarly, the silver which we use as ornament will
also have reality till it is known that it is not silver. The first
two cases are the cases of pratibhasika satta and the last one
has vyavaharika-satta. But the vyavaharika-satta is also not
ultimately real because when the knoweldge of the Brahman

g . g §%



will arise’ what was considered to be real in ordinary
behaviour will also appear to be unreal. Thus, it is merely .
duration of time that distinguishes a pratibhasika-satta and g
- Vyavaharika-satta. What appears to be real may turn out to
be unreal after the knoweldge of the Truth arises. The'
knoweldge of the Truth is alone beyond time and space. -
From all this, a working definition of Reality can be
evolved as follows: . '
Abadhita-jiana-visayatvam satyatvam i. e. ‘A Real is
that which is the object of an uncontradicted knowledge’.
Obviously, then, the definition of unreal will be the
following :: ' '
Badhita-jiana-visayatvam asatyatram
‘An unreal is that which is the object of a contradicted
knowledge’. :
~ For the Advaitins, the Brahman is real and the rest is
unreal. In any case, there is something which i§ ultimately
real. :

2.0 The Doctrine of Siinyavada

As against the above position, the Madhyamikas held
the view that nothing is real. Nothingness is real, if at all we
have to talk in this term. ' ‘

Let us try to understand the position a little
elaborately. '

There are four schools of .Buddhist philosophers: (1)
The Vaibhasika, (2) the Sautrantika, (3) the Yogacara and
the Madhyamika. o

As per the view of the Vaibhasikas, the world with
which we behave has external reality but it is momentary:
the Sautrantikas hold that the world has external existence
but it can be only inferred: the Yogacarins go a step further
and hold that the world has no external existence, but it
exists only ‘in the form of its knowledge and the
Madhyamikas deny even that conceptual existence of the

~world and declare that it is all void. Thus if at all, anyone
wants to use the term real, the voidness alone is real. One
can observe how step-by-step is introduced the process. of
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i denial, from external to internal denial of the world. This

" denial has not led to positing anything positive. ,
This is the real picture of the Madhyamika-school of

thought. ' .

3.0 Comparison
. The above picture will demonstrate that, if an Advaitin
decides to go hand-in-hand with the Madhyamikas he can
travel together upto a considerable distance. Because as the
world with which the Advaitins -behave is not real for the
Advaitins so also it is not real for the Madhyamikas. To this
“extent Sankara may be called pracchanna-bauddha. ‘

But the similarity terminates here. Sankara establishes
something positive as the ultimate Reality which is not the
position of the Stunyavadins. While the Brahman is the only
Real according to Safikaracarya, nothing is real according to
Nagarjuna.

Not only this, while Sankara accepts all the six
pramanas of the Bhatta school, the Buddhists accept only
two. It is also not true according to the Advaitins that things
are only of two categories svalaksana and samanya-laksana.
These and many other points relating to metaphysical,
ontological and epistemological issues are differently
conceived by the two systems. '

4.0 Conclusion ;

From all that has been presented above, it can be
concluded that the epithet pracchanna-buddha applied to
$ankaracarya by some critic is to be taken with a grain of
salt. The epithet is applicable only in a limited sense 1. e.
upto the extent that both Sankara and the Buddhists treat
the world as unreal and hence our behaviour with the world
as illusory but they are poles apart in their ultimate thesis.
Although in their minor details they may show resemblance,
here and there, their treatments of ultimate reality are quite
~ different. It is true that like any other system, Sankara’s
system had to draw from the- Buddhist system existing at his

time, still Sankara’s doctrine proposes something all
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together different from the Buddhists’ proposal. While
,Sankara proposes something positive, Nagarjuna offers
something negative.
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Yoga In The Mahabharata
' | ‘ — M. R. Yardi

In the early religious and philosophic literature, we -
come accross a system known as Yoga, which seems to have
had a pervasive influence over other systems of philosophic
thought. This system had a non-Vedic religion, as is clear
from the fact that it is mentioned separately from the Vedas
‘and Aranyakas in Mahabharata, Moksadharma (MD)2XIT
. 337.1. However, none of the yoga texts which existed before

- the yoga of Patanjali are extant now.

Although we get references to Yogic practice in later
- Upanisadas such as the Katha, mundaka and Svetasvatara;

our main source of yoga system in the ancient times is the

Mahabharata. The great mass of material relating to yoga
“found in the Moksadharma and the Anugita shows the

immense popularity which it had gained during the period.

But the most important passages of Mbh. which relate to

Sankhya and Yoga are contained in the Sukanuprasna (MBh
- XII. 224-227), Vasistha - karalajanaka - savada (MBh XII.
291-296) and Yajhavalkya-Janaka-sarvada (MD. 298-306)
and the Bhagavadgita. Of these the first three dialogues
have been added by Siita Lomaharsana and one must bear |
. in mind that the epic accounts of yoga in these dialogues are
ascribed to Vasistha, Yajnavalkya and Vyasa who are
staunch Vedantists. The Bhagavadgita, which is a Vedanta
gospel, was added by Sauti Ugrasravas, son of Siita, whose
date has been fixed by the author as 450 B. C. on the basis

of two astronomical references made by him.!

- According to Sankhya and Yoga the world consists of
two ultimate principles, the insentient prakrti belonging to
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the realm of matter and a senfient purusa belonging to -
the realm of the spirit. According to Vasistha, the doctrine

of prakrtiis based on inference, which finds support in the -
‘Brahma Siitra 1. 4. 1, where it is said to be anumanika. In

inference (anumana) we guess the existence of a thing such

as fire from its characteristic mark (liriga) such as smoke.
‘Thus from the material objects that we see in this world, we
- infer the existence of gross elements, from gross elements of
egoism, from igoism of the great principle (mah ) and from_
the latter of prakrti, where one has-to stop to avoid infinite-
regress. The prakrti is, therefore, described as alinga i. e.
without a dlstlngulshmg mark (XII. 291.42). This eightfold
prakrti gives rise to sixteen vikaras or effects, namely the
five organs of action, the mind and the five objects of
senses. In-addition to these twenty-four categories, there is
~ the twenty-fifth category, the purusa who is the conscious
Self. Vasistha further tells us that conception of purusa is -
based on inference (XII. 291.42). But the Sankhya doctrine
of Pararthatva that every composite thing such as the body
or the mind-exists for another entity distinct from it, does
- not find a mention in the epic. The eternal purusa is distinct
from the ever-changing prakrti and remains unaffected even
when in conjunction with it like a lotus leaf on water. The
doctrine of gupas as qualities of prakrti was also known to
Sata (XII. 293.20-25) who gives an elaborate description of -
the psychic qualities which arise from the predominance of
- one of the qualities ifi a person (XIV. 36-39). Man is said to
suffer bondage so long as he identifies himself with prakrti
or its gupas through ignorance, but attains emancipation
through . discriminating knowedge between the two.
" Vasistha further tells Janaka (XII. 295), that. when the Self
realises his true nature through discriminating knowledge,
he is to be regarded as the twenty-sixth principle, which is
the eternal, stainless, primeval Brahman. According to -
Yajnavalkya, this twenty-sixth principle is the pure Self
without attributes, and when the individual Self realises
himself as different from prakrti, he becomes liberated and
beholds the Supreme Self (XII. 306.74).
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. The " accounts of Yoga as given by Vasistha and
Yajnavalkya in the Moksadharma are more or less similar.
Although Yajnavalkya points out that the Veda knew of the
cightfold Yoga (X11.304.7). it is clear that it could not refer
to the astangayoga of Pataijali, of whom there is no
mention in the epic. Vasistha states that meditation is an
obligatory practice with the yogins and is their superb
power. According to him, meditation is of two kinds, the
one involving. the regulation of breath and the other .
concentration of the 'mind (XII. 294.8). Yajiavalkya also
states that control of breath and congentration of the mind
constitute the two main characteristics of Yoga (X11.304.9).
Vasistha then goes on to describe how one should practice
meditation. He says that after giving up all attachments and
observing moderation in diet, a person should subjugate his
senses and fix his mindon the Self during the first and last
part of the night. For this purpose, after withdrawing his
senses from the sense objects, he should assume a posture as
motionless as a block of stone and try to calm down his mind
with the help of his understanding. When he does not hear
nor smell, nor taste and see, when he is not sensitive to any
touch, when he cherishes no thought and is not conscious of
anything, he is said to be perfect in Yoga. At this time he
shines like a lamp in a windless place (cf. Gita VI. 19), and
becomes united with Brahman. Then the Self reveals
himself in the heart of the yogin like a blazing fire or like the
bright sun or like a flash of lightning in the sky. By 'such
practices the Yogin succeeds in realising the Self that
transcends decay and death (XII. 309.25). It is obvious that
what the Epic describes is a theistic Sankhya Yoga system,
which deals with Sankhya and Yoga together and treats
them. as one. Both Vasistha and Yajfavalkya assert that he
who sees Sankhya and Yoga as same and that both lead to
the same goal, namely freedom from death, knows the truth
(XI1. 293, 304). This is also the view of the Bhagavadgita
(V.5).

But there are also a number of passages in the :Mbh.
which indicate that they are two ancient ‘systems  (XII.
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337.68). In the same adhyaya we are told that there are five-
systems, namely Safikhya, Yoga Paficaratra, the Vedas, and
the Pagupata, and that they hold different views,
nanamatani (verse 59). It is also said that Sankhya and Yoga
were originally declared by two different sages, Kapila and
Hiranyagarbha respectively. This finds independant
corroboration in Ahirbudhnyasarhhita', which states that
Hiranyagarbha had disclosed the entire system of Yoga in
two different texts, _Nirodhasarhhité and karmasamhita.
X11. 289.9 tells us that Snkhya and Yoga do not have the
same system, darsanam na samam tayoh, and gives reasons
for holding this view. ThHere we are told that both claim
superiority for their own system and advance arguments in
support of their claim. The followers of Yoga say that their
system is superior, because, they ask, ‘how can the anisvara
Sankhya win release?” They further argue that only those -
who undergo the Yogic descipline aquire the necessary
power or strength to destroy the bonds of action due to
greed. Nilakantha explains that the expression anisvarah
katham mucyed suggests that it is difficult to attain
liberation without the grace of God. He further adds that
they adduce above reasons to establish the excellence of
- their system (svapaksotkarsdya ca). Hopkins? has rightly -
suggested that this passage is a clear indication of an
atheistic Sakhya. L ,

- The development of Sankhya and Yoga seems to have
proceeded independently of each other, and their basic
differences came to be crystallised in the Yogasatras of
Patafijali (Ist century A.D.) and in the Sankhya-karika of
Iévarakrsna (4th century A.D.) It will thus be seen that
classical Sankhya differs from classical Yoga in two respects
mentioned by the Epic. Classical Sankhya is -atheistic and
regards knowledge as the exclusive means of liberation. In
Karikas 65 and 66 I$varakrsna states that prakrti binds
herself by the seven aspects and liberates herself by one,
which is evidently discriminating knowledge. According to
him, this knowledge could be attained by the study of
Sankhya scripture. Classical Yoga, on the other hand, is
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thiestic, although its concept of God is that he is only a
distinguished - Self, purusa-visesa, untouched by actions,
affictions etc. The God of Pataiijali is not the upanisadic
Brahman, which, is the cause of the origination and
dissolution of the world. Yoga also places great emphasis on
‘the method of the meditation for overcoming the bonds of
the actions and past impressions. Again while the Epic
Sankhya brings out very clearly. the difference between
prakrti and purusa, it does not explain why these two
dissimilar  principles should ' come: into -conjunction.
Patanjali, following Varsaganya, explains it by the doctrine
of avidya, according to which ignorance is the cause of
- conjunction, Tévarakrsna,v on: the other hand, adopts the
purusarthata theory that prakrti works to bring about either-
of two goals of life, namely enjoyment and emancipation
(Yoga Bhasya, 11.23). Perhaps this doctrine originated with
Pancasikha, whom Iévarkrsna_ mentions among Sankhya -
teachers. ' -
From this it is evident that at least the classical Sankhya
and Yoga were different. We have, therefore, to find out in
what sense both Vasistha and Yajfiavalkya affirm that they
are the same. Evidently the Epic Sankhya-Yoga was the
result of a conscious effort to bring about a synthesis of
Sankhya and Yoga with Vedanta. Vasistha and Yajiiavalkya
as we saw . before, added the twenty-sixth - principle,
Brahman, to the twenty-five principles of the Sankhyas and
made their prakrti subservient to it. They also adopted the
Yogic method of meditation ‘as. the method  for
concentrating the mind on the Self. With these two major
changes, the major difference between the two disappeared,
and so they could claim that Safkhya and-Yoga were the -
same -and that only the ignorant thought that they were
different. '
~The Sankhya had also given considerable thought to the
theory of action in general and Vedic ritual in particular.
They were totally opposed to the sacrificial rites. as they
involved destruction of life. They hold that every kind of
activity proceeds from prakrti or more specifically from
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vyakta or manifest forms of prakrti and that actions of any
kind could not lead to the realisation of the inactive Self.
The Sankhyas, therefore, believe that liberation can be
attained  only - through - knowledge preceded by
renunciation. Yajiavalkya, who was a great authority of
his time on rituals, was the first to realise the futility of
sacrifice or austerity without renunciation for the attainment
‘of liberation. He abandoned wealth and family (Brhad. 11.4)
and retired into the solitude of the forest to practise
austerity. We find Yajnavalkya- telling his wife Gargi
(Brhad. 1I1. 8.10), “Whoever, O Gargi, in this world,
without knowing the Imperishable (Brahman), performs
sacrifices and penance for a thousand years, his merit will
have an end. Whoever O Gargi, departs from this world
without knowing this Imperishable is a wretch.” He tells
Janaka (Brhad. 11. 4.22) that for the attainment of
God-realisation, the ancient sages rose above the desire for
sons, the desire for wealth and the desire for worlds and led
the life of a mendicant. Thus both by precept and example,
Yajnavalkya held that renunciation was an  essential’
precondition for liberation. But he also believed that one
had to achieve purification of the mind through work before
renouncing the world. He states in Brhad. IV. 4.22 that
Vedic study, sacrifices, alms-giving, austerities and fasting
are preparations for the knowledge of Brahman. These
practices are said to bring only finite rewards, namely a
temporary sojourn in the world of fathers (Brhad. VI. 2.16)
but, they are essential for the purification of the mind,
without which one cannot attain to true renunciation.

The Gita teaches that dedicated pursuit of knowledge
jAananistha alone leads to God realisation and that fitness -
for this knowledge is achieved by recourse to a two-fold
discipline, namely the Yoga of knowledge and the Yoga of
action. It will be seen that this jianayoga is the same as laid
down by Yajnavalkya as also the Sankhyayoga practised by
- the Sankhyas, which Sankaracarya mentions as the pursuit
of Knowledge preceded by renunciation. Thejianayoga as its
name suggests results in the knowledge of God. If a person
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performs - his work without desire for its fruit, he too
achieves buddhiyoga. Here buddhi is a synonym for jAdna
and Sankaracarya explains it as ‘full enlightenment as
regards My true nature’. The Lord also states that when a
person worships Him with love and devotion, he grants him
buddhiyoga. Thus by following any of the three paths which
“the Gita recommends a person becomes free from the
boundage of actions and becomes fit for knowledge.

In order to attain this fitness for knowledge
(jRAananisthayogyata) it is essential for Sadhaka to achieve
naiskarmya, i.e. freedom from action. This is true not only

-for a householder but also for a monk. A monk has to
~performt actions for the maintenance of his body. He has
also to practise spiritual discipline such as meditation for the
attainment of knowledge. One may well ask, how can a.
monk who has renounced the world not attain freedom from
action? The Lord says that if a person renounces action
forcibly by restraining his organs of action, he may still keep
brooding owver the objects of sense. In that case, he does not
cease to work, as thinking itself is a mental activity.
Therefore the monk too has to practice yoga until he attains
freedom from action. The Lord says (V. 8-11) that if a
person performs actions without attachment and desire for
its fruit, dedicating them to the Lord, he does-not suffer
bonadage from those actions. Yoga is the nominal form of
the verb yaj, which means to join or unite. The Gita
teaches us that when actions are joined with passion, hatred
and greed, it binds a person and leads to perdition. On the"
other hand, if actigns are joined with knowledge
disinterested action or devotion, they lead to liberation.
“The Gita has also adopted the technique of meditation
from the Yoga system which it recommends as an internal
aid for the realisation of God in the Moksadharma, Vyasa
instructs his son Suka in the practice of Yoga as follows :
One who desires to practise Yoga should first endeavour to
overcome the five impediments, namely desire, wrath,
cupidity, fear and sleep. He should overcome wrath through
self-restraint and desire through abandonment of selfish
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purpose. He should control sleep by resoluteness, fear
through heedlessness and cupidity by waiting upon the wise.
Overcoming procrastination, he should try to control his
mind by practising meditation, study of scriptures, charity, .
truthfulness, simplicity, forbearance, purity of the body,
mind and conduct and subjugation of the senses. Whenhe
“has made sufficient progress in controlling the senses and
mind, he should repair- to a secluded place for further
practise. Shunning company and- eating abstemiously, he
should disregard all possessions and look with an equal eye
at things possessed or lost. He should give the same
treatment to one who flatters and one who cavils and should
not seck the good of the one or evil of the other. When he
practises Yoga in this manner for even six months, he passes
beyond the Vedic ritual (cf. VI. 44). Beholding all men full
of anxiety, the Yogin should view with an equal eye a lump
of clay, a stone or a nugget of gold (cf. VI. 8). Even if a
person belongs to a lower caste or the fair sex, by following
the path as indicated above, he will surely attain to the
supreme goal (cf. IX. 32). It will be seen that the account of
Yoga agrees very well with that contained in adhyaya VI of
the Grta.>

 The question arises as to why Lord Krsna has
recommended three- paths instead of one. The classification
of human types as given in Chap XIV furnishes an answer.
Men are of different temparaments and one path may not
suit all of them. The Gita classifies human beings as of three
types according as the quality of satwa, rajas or tamas is
predominant in them. The world famous psychiatrist C. G.
Jung classifies them into two types as introvert and
extravert, according as one is mainly given to reflection or
activity. In Jung’s terminology therefore, the three types can
be called the intellectual introvert, the extravert and the .
emotional introvert. While the path of knowledge is suitable
for the intellectual introvert, the path of action is suitable
for the extravert and the path of devotion is suitable to the
emotional introvert, As Arjuna was an extravert and born
warrior, the Lord advised him to follow the path of action.
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As we saw both the paths of knowledge and action lead to
the knowledge of God. To know God is to love him and so
knowledge does not become perfect, until it culminates in
- supreme devotion of the fourth kind. Similarly devotion
becomes perfect only when its culminates into knowledge.
It is thus seen that Sankhya and Yoga which were being
" slowly assimilated in the Upanisads and the Moksadharma,
reached its culmination in the Gita. In the Svetasvatara
Upanisads, the prakrti of the Sankhyas was equated with
the Maya of the Vedanta.. In the Moksadharma, the Vedic
sages Vasistha and Yajiavalkya adopted the Saukhya
cosmogeny and acknowledged Brahman as the twenty-sixth
principle. The ‘Gita carried this process further and said that
the prakrti was not an independant cause of the material of
world. It was.the lower nature of God, which created the
world under the Superintendence of God - As we saw
~above, the Gita also-adopted technique of meditationThe
Vedantists adopted a catholic view regarding the other
systems and adopted their tenets, which did not conflict with
their theistic doctrine. Sri Sankara makes this clear in
explaining the term gunasankhyana in verse XVIIIL. 19. He
says-that the doctrine of the gunas, which is the phllosophy
-of Kapila is valid in so far as it concerns the experience of
~ the qualities (gunds) even though it is contrary to the
Vedanta doctrine of non dualism. In his commentary on the
Brahmasitra 11. 1.3, he quotes from $§vet. Up VI. 13,
"Knowing that divine cause which is to be. apprehended by
discrimination and meditation, one is freed from all fetters’.
He explains that liberation cannot be attained by Sankhya
independently of Vedic knowledge or by the path of Yoga.
He concludes ‘that by the words Sankhya and Yoga, Vedic
knowledge and meditation are meant here because of their
semblance and also because we allow scope for these two
systems to the extént that do not contradict the Vedas’.

£%% ; XOA Wi



" 1. See the author’s Mahabharata : its Genesis and Growth,pp‘ 129-130.

2. E. W. Hopkins, The Great Epic of India, pp. 104-106.
3. Meditation on the Self or God ultimately leads to the true kn0wledge of

Self as also of God.
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